
A Message from the President, July 2023  

 

Dear Colleagues, 

2023 sees a gradual resumption of travels across the world and I am delighted to report some very exciting 

progress of our Society. 

First, the 21st APCN, a physical one after 3 years of virtual congresses, was 

successfully held in Bangkok in conjunction with the WCN’23. Thanks to 

the great efforts from the Local Organizing Committee (LOC) led by 

Surasak Kantachuvesiri and the Scientific Program Committee (SPC) led by 

Matthias Kretzler (USA) for having unveiled a wonderful program that 

attracted over 3,200 participants from 132 countries to the Thai capital 

from 30 Mar – 2 Apr, where the APSN Executive Committee also convened 

a meeting on 30 Mar 2023 and 

welcomed two new members, Dr. 

Lily Mushahar representing the Malaysian Society of Nephrology, and 

Professor Mai-Szu Wu representing the Taiwan Society of Nephrology. 

APSN is grateful to the contributions of Prof. Halim Adbul Gafor and Prof. 

Shang-Jyh Hwang from the two respective Societies for their support over 

the years. Among the various items discussed, let me highlight the 

nomination of Dr. Katherine Barraclough (AU) as the APSN representative 

to the ISN’s green nephrology and sustainable kidney care delivery program 

or simply the GREEN K initiative that aims to achieve low-carbon kidney 

services.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Opening ceremony of WCN’23 in Bangkok at 
Queen Sirikit National Convention Centre 
on 30 Mar 2023 

EXCO Meeting at WCN’23 in Bangkok on 30 
Mar 2023 (back row from left: Rob Walker, 
Lily Mushashar, Muh Geot Wong, Yusuke 
Suzuki, Kornchanok Vareesangthip, 
Desmond Yap) 

APSN and ISN Presidents presenting souvenirs to 
HRH Princess Maha Chakri Sirindhorn (right) who 
officiated the opening of WCN’23 

EXCO Members at the opening of WCN’23 [(3rd from left: 
Sunita Bavanandan (MY)] 

EXCO Members at the opening of WCN’23 

https://apsneph.org/web/executive.php
https://www.msn.org.my/
https://www.tsn.org.tw/en/index.html
https://apsneph.org/web/initiatives.php


 

APSN EXCO Gatherings 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The 22nd APCN to be hosted by the Korean Society of Nephrology in Seoul from 13 – 16 Jun 2024 is only a year 

away. The LOC chaired by Prof. Jung Pyo Lee invited Prof. Masaomi Nangaku (ISN President), Prof. Muh Geot 

Wong (APSN CME Chair and APCN 2024 SPC Co-Chair) (AU) and myself (HK) to meet with LOC members in Seoul 

on 27 April 2023 to plan the APCN 2024, which will be 14 years after the KSN last hosted the 12th APCN. The theme 

will be Promoting Kidney Health: The Asia-Pacific and Beyond, and abstract submission will be open soon. Please 

make plans to visit South Korea’s capital city – view promotion video. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Networking of EXCO members after the meeting on 30 
Mar 2023 EXCO lunch gathering – congratulations to Prof. 

Masaomi Nangaku (JP) (3rd from right), our 
immediate past President, on becoming President 
of the ISN during the WCN’23 from 1 Apr 2023 

Planning meeting on 27 Apr 2023 of APCN 2024 in Seoul and 
Congratulations to Prof. Hyeong Cheon Park (front left), our 
Honorary Secretary, on becoming President-elect of the KSN from 
29 Apr 2023 

APCN 2024 Planning Meeting in Seoul – Looking forward to a 
successful APCN 2024! 

http://www.apcn2024.org/
https://www.ksn.or.kr/eng/about/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Egsew7TA0Wc


 
To strengthen ties with other international nephrology organisations and broaden the horizon of our Society, I am 
pleased to report that APSN has recently signed MoUs with the ISPD, KDIGO and the Saving Young Lives 
Committee. It is envisaged that, among the many objectives, there will be reciprocal educational symposia at their 
Congresses/Meetings and at the APCN. The full MoUs can be read here. 

 

 

 

The 2nd APSN Executive Committee meeting in 2023 was held on 15 Jun 2023 during the ERA Congress in Milan. 
Among the various items discussed, it was agreed that a separate APCN be held in a year when the WCN is to be 
hosted by an Asian national society of nephrology that is not sponsoring the APSN. The APCN for that year 
should be reasonably apart from the WCN temporally.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MoU signing ceremony with the ISPD during the ERA 
Congress on 16 Jun 2023 between ASPN President, 
Sydney Tang and ISPD President, Edwina Brown 

Meeting with KDIGO officials, Danielle Green (Executive Director) and Tanya 
Green (Events Director) (middle two), during the WCN’23 on 1 Apr 2023 

EXCO Meeting in Milan on 15 June 2023 

EXCO Meeting in Milan on 15 June 2023 [from right to left: Kamal Sud, Mai-Szu 
Wu]. Online participants: Lily Mushashar, CC Szeto, Muh Geot Wong, Motoko 
Yanagita, Sunita Bavanandan, Kornchanok Vareesangthip and Minghui Zhao 

https://ispd.org/
https://kdigo.org/
https://www.theisn.org/initiatives/saving-young-lives/
https://www.theisn.org/initiatives/saving-young-lives/
https://mimshub-my.sharepoint.com/:f:/g/personal/serence_tam_mims_com/EgTU1o-JRaFBnvd_OG7V-6YBalQN7GgPnmmisePG3NxEIA?e=dFejUH


APSN office-bearers held a retreat in Hong Kong on 7 Jul 2023 to lay down future plans for our Society, and I hope 

I can report to you the achievements from some of these plans in due course. 

 

  

 

Meanwhile, I hope you can have a wonderful vacation over July and August! 

 

 Yours sincerely, 

 
 
 
 

Sydney Tang 
President 
Asian Pacific Society of Nephrology 

Retreat in Hong Kong on 7 Jul 2023 [from left to right, CC Szeto (Treasurer), Masaomi Nangaku 
(Immediate Past President), Sydney Tang (President), Xueqing Yu (President-elect), and Hyeong 
Cheon Park (Secretary)] 


